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This volume is part of a series of novels, plays and stories at GCSE/Key Stage 4 level, designed to

meet the needs of the National Curriculum syllabus. Each text includes an introduction, pre-reading

activities, notes and coursework activities. Also provided is a section on the process of writing, often

compiled by the author. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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How much can a man love his country? How much can he love his son? His God? Can justice

prevail when man cannot? What is forgiveness? Redemption? Grace? To consider all these

elements in one novel is not possible. Or is it?"Cry, the Beloved Country" is all these things and

more. It is forgiveness writ large. It is agape love in the doing. It is the story of two fathers, each with

a son. One son is the victim of apartheid and is lost. The other is also a victim of apartheid but of the

other side. He seeks to find a way to make things better, to make things right. The lost one kills the

seeking one. One is African, the other is Afrikaaner, and therein lies the difference and the ultimate.

This difference, this ultimate, this absolute are what drove Alan Paton in the writing of South Africa's

most famous, most searing novel of the separation of races in all ways.Absalom Kumalo's life is

limited in all ways because he is black South African. Arthur Jarvis is an engineer and has all the

privileges of white South Africa, yet he is keen on social justice and works to bring it to pass. What

irony then that the one without kills the one seeking to bring justice. However, it is this very irony

that brings their fathers to friendship, to a bonding of black man and white man.Umfundisi is the



black priest (not Catholic) of a simple, poor church in a village located near the home of the rich

landowner and farmer, James Jarvis, who really does not know his son until he is dead. It is the

getting to know his son that he connects with the African, and the father becomes the son in the

ways of love and forgiveness. The umfundisi is one of my favorite characters in all literature I have

read because of his humility and reverence.
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